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The Milford Public Library’s Winter 2021 
book discussions will be three historical 
fiction novels about the “Golden Age of 
Hollywood.”  We’ll be discussing the novels 
A Touch of Stardust by Kate Alcott, The Girls 
in the Picture by Melanie Benjamin, and The 
Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict. 
 

Our meetings will be held virtually via 
Zoom from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on: Monday, 
February  8, 2021; Monday, March 8, 2021; 
and, Monday, April 12, 2021. 

 

Registration for this series begins on 
Monday, January 4, 2021. To register for 
one or more discussions:  

 
 Fill out the registration form herein and 

return it to the Adult Reference desk, or 
 Call the Adult Services department at 

248-684-0845, option 3, or 
 Register online. 
 

Books and/or books-on-CD can be reserved 
for participants. Books and books-on-CD 
are subject to availability.  



Registration Form 
Winter 2021 Book Discussions 

To register for one or more discussions:   
Fill out this form and hand it in at the Reference 
desk, or call the Adult Services department at 248-
684-0845, option 3, or register online.  

Registration begins Monday, January 4, 2021. 

Books and/or books-on-CD can be reserved for 
participants. Books and books-on-CD are subject to 
availability.  

 

To sign up for a discussion:  
 Check the title of the book being discussed 

 
To reserve books and/or books-on-CD: 
 Check Book to reserve the book  
 Check CD to reserve the book-on-CD  
 Check both Book and CD to reserve both  
 
Sign me up for:          Reserve this title: 

 A Touch of Stardust              Book   CD 

 The Girls in the Picture         Book  CD     

 The Only Woman in the Room       Book      

 

_______________________________________________________
Name 

_______________________________________________________
Address 

________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________
Phone 

________________________________________________________
Library Card Number 

________________________________________________________
Email Address 

A Touch of Stardust 
By Kate Alcott   

Monday, February 8, 2021 
7:00–8:00 PM 

 
Indiana native and aspiring screen-writer Jamie 
Crawford moves to L.A. in 1938 to make her 
Hollywood dreams come true. Along the way, 
she lands a job as an assistant to actress Carole 
Lombard, who hails from Jamie’s home town of 
Fort Wayne.  Jamie plays witness to the 

production of Gone with the Wind, as well as the 
on-screen chemistry between Scarlett O’Hara 
and Rhett Butler, and the off-screen romance of 
leading man Clark Gable with Lombard. 

 
The Girls in the Picture 
By Melanie Benjamin 

Monday, March 8, 2021 
7:00–8:00 PM 

 
Benjamin’s novel of historic fiction follows the 
careers and friendship of two of Hollywood’s 
earliest female legends: “America’s Sweetheart,” 
silent screen star Mary Pickford, and screen-
writer Frances Marion. In alternating chapters, 
Benjamin transports readers across six decades 
as these historic figures struggle for success as 
women in the world of movies, all the while 
resisting the pressure to conform to society's 
rules. Cameos abound throughout the narrative 
as Hollywood notables Chaplin, Mayer, 
Valentino, Gish and others make appearances.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Only Woman in the Room 
By Marie Benedict 

Monday, April 12, 2021 
7:00-8:00 PM 

 
Long recognized for her beauty on the big screen, 
Hedy Lamarr is finally acknowledged for her brains 
in the latest outing by Benedict.  In 1937, young 
actress Hedwig Keisler flees her abusive, 
controlling husband, and leaves behind the Nazi 
regime for London. The Austrian Jew makes her 
way to L.A., where she signs a lucrative contract 
with MGM as Lamarr. With the outbreak of 
WWII, the self-taught inventor uses the knowledge 
she overheard from her arms-dealer ex-husband to 
develop a radio communication device, for which 
she received a patent.  Her early scientific 
contributions in frequency hopping spread 
spectrum were later adapted into today’s Bluetooth 
technology. 
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